
Our planet is not just a chunk of rock with an atmosphere 
and some oceans, it is full of breathing living things : 
plants, trees, plankton, fungi, bacteria, animals, fish, 
birds, insects and reptiles. 

We call this an “ecosystem”. We are part of Earth’s  
ecosystem and we depend on it.

Our ecosystem :

  - produces the oxygen we need to breath

  - cleans up natural waste turning it into fertile soil

  - regulates the temperature of the planet by removing carbon 
   dioxide

  - delivers fresh water far inland in areas like the Amazon

  - locks carbon into soils

  - can protect coasts from storms

  - provides the food for all life 

Biodiverse landscapes are resilient to changes in their 
environment

Biodiverse landscapes are sustainable and beautiful, 
they are what we evolved to live in.

Mankind has been changing the natural landscape and 
reducing biodiversity since we adopted farming, but this 
has drastically accelerated since the second World War. 

Rapid population growth from 1900 : 1.65 to 7.7 billion  
 - more land clearance for food and cities 
 - reductions in land suitable for wildlife
 - more human pollution to deal with

The intensification of farming :
 - polluting watercourses with pesticides and fertilisers
 - adding to climate change with excessive methane emissions
 - deteriorating soils reducing their ability to lock in carbon
 - growing just a few varieties of food over a wide area 
   reducing the availability of the food that wildlife depend on

Pollution :
 - Oil, gas and coal are the major drivers of air pollution and climate 
   change 
 - Other mineral extraction leads to mining pollution
 - Plastic pollution is now widespread in our ecosystem

Our values :
 - Putting economic growth and consumption above the environment
 - Allowing profits to go to individuals and companies while 
   costs to the environment often fall on the public at large
 - Allowing large polluting companies to lobby and fund political 
   parties and delay action on climate change

WHAT IS AN ECOSYSTEM? WHAT DOES OUR ECOSYSTEM DO FOR US?

“The mountains are calling and I must go.”

WHY IS BIODIVERSITY UNDER THREAT ?

“Nature’s peace will flow into you as sunshine into trees.”

“Another glorious day, the air as 
delicious to the lungs as nectar 
to the tongue.”
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Quotes are all from John Muir - born in Scotland

WHY DOES BIODIVERSITY MATTER?


